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INDIAN NATIONS AT RISK TASK FORCE
NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS FOR

AMERICAN INDIANS AND ALASKA NATIVES 1

October 1991

Using the President’s six National Education Goals as a foundation, the
Indian Nations At Risk Task Force established a set of education goals to guide
the improvement of all federal, tribal, private, and public schools that serve
American Indians and Alaska Natives and their communities:

GOAL 1: Readiness for School
By the year 2000 all Native children will have access to early childhood

education programs that provide the language, social, physical, spiritual, and
cultural foundations they need to succeed in school and to reach their full poten-
tial as adults.

GOAL 2: Maintain Native Languages and Cultures
By the year 2000 all schools will offer Native students the opportunity to

maintain and develop their tribal languages and will create a multicultural envi-
ronment that enhances the many cultures represented in the school.

GOAL 3: Literacy
By the year 2000 all Native children in school will be literate in the lan-

guage skills appropriate for their individual levels of development. They will be
competent in their English oral, reading, listening, and writing skills.

GOAL 4: Student Academic Achievement
By the year 2000 every Native student will demonstrate mastery of English,

mathematics, science, history, geography, and other challenging academic skills
necessary for an educated citizenry.

GOAL 5: High School Graduation
By the year 2000 all Native students capable of completing high school will

graduate. They will demonstrate civic, social, creative, and critical thinking skills
necessary for ethical, moral, and responsible citizenship and important in mod-
ern tribal, national, and world societies.

GOAL 6: High-Quality Native and non-Native School Personnel
By the year 2000 the numbers of Native educators will double, and the

colleges and universities that train the nation’s teachers will develop a curricu-
lum that prepares teachers to work effectively with a variety of cultures, includ-
ing the native cultures, that are served by schools.

1Indian Nations at Risk Task Force. (1991, October). Indian nations at risk: An educa-
tional strategy for action (Final report of the Indian Nations at Risk Task Force). Wash-
ington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.
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GOAL 7: Safe and Alcohol-Free and Drug-Free Schools
By the year 2000 every school responsible for educating Native students

will be free of alcohol and drugs and will provide safe facilities and an environ-
ment conducive to learning.

GOAL 8: Adult Education and Lifelong Learning
By the year 2000 every Native adult will have the opportunity to be literate

and to obtain the necessary academic, vocational, and technical skills and knowl-
edge needed to gain meaningful employment and to exercise the rights and re-
sponsibilities of tribal and national citizenship.

GOAL 9: Restructuring Schools
By the year 2000 schools serving Native children will be restructured to

effectively meet the academic, cultural, spiritual, and social needs of students
for developing strong, healthy, self-sufficient communities.

GOAL 10: Parental, Community, and Tribal Partnerships
By the year 2000 every school responsible for educating Native students

will provide opportunities for Native parents and tribal leaders to help plan and
evaluate the governance, operation, and performance of their educational pro-
grams.


