
Universal Design Checklist

The following are some considerations when creating and delivering a universally-designed course.  These suggestions are not comprehensive, AND ARE MEANT AS A STARTING POINT FOR DESIGN; much of what faculty can do to make their courses universally-designed will be specific to their preferred teaching style, their philosophy of teaching learning, their content area, their mode of instructional delivery, etc.  

It is important to remember, however, that universal design for learning is not intended to respond to specific needs within a cohort of students.  Rather, it is a model for considering the needs of any future course participant, regardless of their learning styles, preferences, life experience, prior knowledge, personal dimensions, disability, etc.

Multiple Means of Engagement

· activities, etc.)

· Perform pre-assessment to determine students’ “starting point”

· Scaffold instruction around prior knowledge
· Get to know your students
· Be available and receptive
· Model empathic and ethical behavior
· Encourage active learning and student feedback
· Use listserves, discussion boards, email, social networking sites, or other communication tools to keep students informed

· Clearly align evaluation with instruction

· Provide rationale for evaluations and assignments
Multiple Means of Representation (Instructional Delivery)
· Provide all print materials with digital option or flexible access

· Provide captions for all audio

· Provide educationally relevant descriptions for images and graphical layouts

· Present material in redundant ways (e.g., slides presented with verbal reinforcement and online version for later reference)

· Provide captions and educationally relevant descriptions/transcriptions for video

· Consider implications of field-based experiences

· Use texts available in both print and digital formats

· Use web pages to provide relevant course materials in digital formats (e.g. PowerPoint’s, handouts, syllabi, notes, articles, etc.)  

· Incorporate images in PowerPoint’s to enhance interest

Multiple Means of Expression (Assessment and Student Activities)
· Use assessment data to inform instruction (i.e., if the average for a test is a 52%, determine what the students didn’t understand, and make sure they do)

· Create assessments that address higher order thinking skills (i.e., application, analysis, evaluation)

· Provide flexibility or choice in evaluation methods

· Consider take-home, online, or group assessments

· Consider untimed assessments

· Consider evaluating process in addition to product (e.g., portfolios, etc.)

· Consider project, performance and product assessments, in addition to written assessments
· Use study guides and review sessions
· Use clear grading rubrics or criteria

· Provide immediate feedback

· Align assessment choices with variety in instructional delivery

A Brief Resource List on Universal Design

Online Publications on Universal Design

Higbee, J.L. (ed.) (2003). Curriculum transformation and disability: Implementing universal design in higher education. Retrieved August 5, 2003, from

http://www.gen.umn.edu/research/crdeul/books.htm
Highly Recommended

This is an online book, also available in print, that describes the experiences of participants in a project at the University of Minnesota. Each chapter is a different perspective on universal design, from its theoretical base to how it is applicable to residential life, counseling centers, learning communities, and multicultural education.   

Orkwis, R. & Mclane, K. (1998). A curriculum every student can use: Design principles for student access (ERIC/OSEP topical rief). Washington, DC: Office of Special Education programs. Educational Document Reproduction Service ED 423654. Retrieved on march 14, 2008, from http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/contentdelivery/servlet/ERICServlet?accno=ED423654
This article addresses the concepts of universal design for learning, as promoted by the Center for Applied Special Technologies (CAST). It is a very concise and thorough overview of this particular way of looking at universal design.

Rose, D. H. & Meyer, A. (2002). Teaching every student in the digital age: Universal design for learning. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.   Retrieved on August 27, 2005, from http://www.cast.org/teachingeverystudent/ideas/tes/
Highly Recommended

This online book, originally published in print by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, gives the reader various ways to experience universal design for learning (UDL) while they are reading the book. Each chapter offers detailed information on theory and practice with universal design for learning. In addition, the reader can access a glossary of terms, a summary of the chapter, a concept map of the chapter’s main ideas, and can take online notes for each chapter. The CAST website offers excellent resources on UDL in addition to this book.

Other Online Resources
Universal Design Information from the Institute for Human-Centered Design
http://www.adaptiveenvironments.org
This site offers a variety of information, including how universal design applies to the built environment. Links include calls for papers and notices of conferences focusing on universal design and visitability.

University of Connecticut’s Faculty Ware

http://www.facultyware.uconn.edu/home.htm
This site offers resources collected by the Universal Design for Instruction Project from the Center for Postsecondary Education and Disability (CPED) at the University of Connecticut. Each of the resources available on this site is designed to demonstrate the application of universal design of instruction (UDI) principles within the college classroom. 

University of Washington's Disabilities, Opportunities, Internetworking, and Technology (DOIT) Center

http://www.washington.edu/doit
this site offers excellent resources on universal design in many post-secondary contexts, including classrooms, e-learning, STEM programs, student services, and more. Training materials are available, including PowerPoint presentations and videos.

Access-Ed Project
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http://access-ed.r2d2.uwm.edu/
Information on universal design in education, an approach to systemic considerations for diverse individuals in higher education. Includes links to many sites and resources on universal design.  

Web Accessibility for All

http://www.cew.wisc.edu/accessibility/
An excellent resource for a variety of universal design materials, including online resources and publications. There is a great deal of information on universal design and accessibility in the Internet environment.

Universal Design and Higher Education

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/extension/ped/northeastADA/publications/Article_60.html
this online article discusses universal design and its application in the online environment.

Universal Design for Learning:

Deriving Guiding Principles from Networks that Learn

http://jset.unlv.edu/16.2/asseds/rose.html
An online article that describes the brain research behind the principles of universal design for learning (UDL). This article is written by the director of the Center for Applied Special Technologies (CAST), David rose.

U D and Accessible Assessments

http://education.umn.edu/nceo/TopicAreas/UnivDesign/UnivDesignResources.htm
A site that contains a variety of informative resources on designing and using accessible and universally-designed assessments.

UPSIDE - Springfield Technical Community College

http://www.classaccommodation.org/UDL%20Project/index.htm
A site that contains nice resources on the application of universal design for learning in the community college classroom. The site includes video clips of interviews with faculty who have implemented universal design in their classrooms.


