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Liz Grobsmith, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs at Northern Arizona University since 2002, has enjoyed a successful career in administration, in the classroom and in research. Her agenda within the academic division has been focused on building excellence—in faculty recruitment and development, strengthening the academic program review process, increasing the integrity of faculty personnel review, enhancing faculty research, building excellence in undergraduate education, curricular reform, academic reorganization to promote effective learning and assessment, and building the institution’s strength in and commitment to global learning.

Grobsmith has built the university’s international portfolio extensively, fostering significant growth in international student recruitment, growth in partnerships, increase in education abroad, and investment in faculty international activities.  Under her leadership, NAU has doubled its international student population and seeks to make global education ubiquitous in undergraduate education.  She has led the university’s partnerships with the Ministry of Education in China, traveling regularly to China, Japan, Europe and South Korea in support of international collaboration.  
Grobsmith came to NAU from Utah State University, where she was dean of the College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences. Previously, she was dean of the College of Letters, Arts and Sciences at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.  She began her career in higher education at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1971where she was faculty in the Department of Anthropology, later serving as assistant dean in the College of Arts and Sciences, assistant vice chancellor for Academic Affairs, director of Summer Sessions and associate vice chancellor for Academic Affairs.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in music from The Ohio State University and master’s and doctoral degrees in anthropology from the University of Arizona.  An applied anthropologist, Grobsmith has worked to improve life circumstances for American Indian groups, including federal drug and alcohol prevention efforts, cultural and language programs for incarcerated Native Americans, serving as expert witness for Indian prisoners in the federal courts, and restoration of federal status for the Northern Ponca Tribe of Nebraska.
Grobsmith is the author of Indians in Prison: A Study of Incarcerated Native Americans, which was selected for the CHOICE, 1994 Outstanding Academic Award. She also is the author of Lakota of the Rosebud: A Contemporary Ethnography and numerous journal articles, book chapters and book reviews.

 
