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Stories in Indigenous education 



Community-Engaged Learning 

  Community-based 
learning 

  Place-based learning 

  Experiential Education 

  Culturally relevant 
learning 

  Culturally sustaining 
pedagogy 

 

  Philosophies of  
Indigenous education 

 - Rooted in place and 
experience - all for the 
purpose of  cultural 
transmission and to teach 
children to become 
contributing members of  
the community (Cajete, 
1994, Kawagley & 
Barnhardt, 1999, Deloria 
& Wildcat, 2001) 



COMMUNITY-ENGAGED LEARNING = 
INDIGENOUS EDUCATION 

•   Purpose – support becoming a complete 
 human being by connecting academic 
 knowledge, cultural identity, & community 
 responsibility 

•   Critical Indigenous consciousness 
•   Academic Content and Skills of  Application – 

 experiential learning  
•   Finding Face, Heart, Foundation 



CEL & K’é 



Self-Determination in Education 

 Return to “Community Control” (Nation 
Building) 

 Examples from 1970s: Rough Rock, Rock 
Point, Ramah, Santa Fe Indian School 

 Examples today: Tribal Colleges, SFIS CBEM, 
NACA, Walatowa Charter HS, TRIBES, NAS, 
Language immersion schools and programs, 
community programs – Poeh Arts 



Community-Based Education Model - SFIS 

  Interdisciplinary: env. 
sci, math, tribal gov’t, 
communications 

  Weekly Site visits 

  Community designed 
projects/curriculum 

  Presentations and input 
back to community 

  Results in human 
capacity building 



CBEM Projects 
  Cochiti Dam & Farms 

  Leaking tanks from dry 
cleaners in Santa Clara 
Pueblo 

  Renewable resources in 
Jemez Pueblo 

  Watershed protection in 
Tesuque Pueblo 



Native American Studies 
 Community focus – 
building Native 
communities for 21st 
Century 

  Incorporate 
Indigenous knowledge 

 Research 

  Integrated and 
interdisciplinary 

 Experiential 



 Strengthen experiential 
learning opportunities 
 
 Community determined 

issues 
 
 Students engage in critical 

analysis of  issues and 
reflection of  their experience 



• Bureau of  Indian Education  
 
• 2000 students houseless/roofless/inadequate 
 
• Create awareness for accessing higher 
education and resources – 4 projects 

Seeking support is a sign of  strength, not 
weakness 







http://tslee44.wix.com/navajo-houseless 
 
http://bieeastguide.weebly.com/ 
 
http://
ftp.communityresourceguide.altervista.org/ 
 
 



Community gardening 
• Lobo Gardens 
• Los Jardines 
• Rio Grande Community  

 Garden/Farm 
• IPCC 



Presentation back to 
community partners 
 
Tribal Service Corps – 
collaboration with UNM’s 
Community Engagement 
Center 


