Biology 300 – Invertebrates in Film I

Final Lecture Exam Questions Summer Session 2009

INSTRUCTIONS: The final lecture exam will consist of a 2 page essay on based on one of the four questions listed below. You may prepare for your essay before the exam but YOU MUST COMPLETE THE ESSAY DURING THE CLASS PERIOD.  Your completed essay will be worth 50% of your total grade (the remainder of your points will be based on your participation in class discussions). Your essays must be completed in class on the sheets of papers provided. Each essay should be a concise, well-thought out discussions, with attention paid to sentence structure and spelling.  Diagrams that increase the clarity of your discussions are permitted, but outlines are not acceptable. You may draw your answers from lectures, assigned readings or laboratories. If you have questions about how to formulate your answers, see me during office hours.
1. What is depicted as frightening in the various films? What is frightening to you about spiders? What scenarios involving spiders were most frightening?

2. What filmic techniques are used in the various films to create tension or suspense? How were they effective or ineffective? Use examples from the films you saw.
3. What biological realities and fallacies about spiders were shown in the films you viewed? How might they have been corrected or made more plausible?

4. How have human fears have changed in the last half century of films featuring invertebrates as monsters? Explain how these may or may not reflect the level of scientific understanding by the public when the film was made.
